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1948- the NAKBA 
● 2/3 of the Palestinian population exiled
● 50% driven out under direct military 

assault
● Massacres by zionist militias (Deir Yassin,  

Tantura)
● Zionist forces depopulate 450+ Palestinian 

towns & villages 
● newly-established Israeli government 

confiscates refugee land and properties 
without respect to Palestinian rights or 
desires to return to their homes.

http://www.deiryassin.org/index1.html
http://www.palestineremembered.com/Haifa/al-Tantura/
http://www.palestineremembered.com/Haifa/al-Tantura/


1967 and beyond 

● June 1967: Palestinians suffered another major blow when 
Israel conquered the West Bank, Gaza, and East 
Jerusalem, along with the Syrian Golan Heights, and 
Egyptian Sinai Peninsula 

● In doing so, Israel came to control the 22% of historic 
Palestine that remained outside its expanded borders 
after 1948.

●



Brief History of Dispossession



APARTHEID 
Apartheid, defined by the United Nations International Convention 

on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid:  

"Inhuman acts committed for the purpose of establishing and 
maintaining domination by one racial group of persons over any 

other racial group of persons and systematically oppressing 
them."



Enforcing Apartheid Via ID System

JEWISH CITIZENS: Only 1 form 
of ID, whether in Israel or WB. 
Free to travel. 

PALESTINIANS: Many IDs;  rights assigned 
accordingly. Travel restricted. 

1. ISRAEL-Blue ID and Travel Passport, Marking 
“Arabs” (Palestinians) with starts to indicate 
religion/ethnicity

2. JERUSALEM-Blue Residency ID, no 
passport/citizenship, yet pay taxes.  

3. WEST BANK-Green or orange ID & Travel 
document or unregistered

4. GAZA- Same as WB. However, WB & Gaza are 
segregated. Travel between them is rarely 
permitted

5. REFUGEES-No form of passport or ID





Of all the blatant features of Israeli apartheid, perhaps none is more 
apparent than the fact that roads have been built exclusively for 
Israelis and settlers in the Occupied West Bank. Palestinians living 
in the West Bank are denied the right to travel on these roads. The 
separate Palestinian road system is often unpaved and in some 
cases is little more than a trail, rather than an actual road. Vehicles 
with Palestinian licenses are completely prohibited from traveling 
on approximately 105 kilometers of West Bank roads, according to 
the Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem. Palestinians can 
travel on the remaining 180 kilometers of Israeli-built roads in the 
West Bank only if they obtain a special permit or travel in an 
ambulance. The Israeli road system crisscrosses the West Bank in 
a way that would prevent the formation of a contiguous and viable 
Palestinian state.



The Apartheid Wall

4 X longer than and 2 X the height of Berlin Wall, 
cuts Palestinians off from livelihood & community  



Is “conflict” the 
best word for the 
situation in 
Palestine / Israel?

● A “conflict” implies two sides fighting over a 
tangible thing. Palestinians are fighting for basic 
rights.

● There is no symmetry between the State of Israel 
and the Palestinians.

● What is going on is occupation, apartheid, and 
dispossession on the Israeli side, and resistance on 
the Palestinian side.



Resistance & Civil Disobedience
-Political Prisoners- At the beginning of June 2015, there were approximately 5850 
Palestinian political prisoners, including approximately 480 administrative detainees. 
Administrative detention continues as a policy which deprives detainees of trials, access 
to evidence, and the chance to defend themselves against any formal charges.

- Weekly Bil’in Demos: By annexing close to 60% of Bil’in land for Israeli settlements 
and the construction of Israel’s separation wall, the state of Israel is strangling the 
village. 



Complicity, occupation, & our responsibility

- $ 8.5 million U.S. Military aid EACH DAY  to Israel from tax money, used in attacks against Palestinians 
e.g. more recently in Operations Cast Lead and Protective Edge. 

- Approx. $3 billion annual aid, largest recipient of foreign aid money.

- supplemented by $2 billion from wealthy American

-Israeli militarism is at the center of a system profitable only for elites 

- Israeli, American and Arab alike - and fatal for ordinary people everywhere, including within Israeli 
society itself. The Palestinian struggle for moral and historic justice is one and the same as the struggle 
for social justice globally. 



COLUMBIA: Invests in G4S and pensions in TIAA-CREF





Boycott, Divestment, & Sanctions

- In July 2005, 171 Palestinian civil society institutions & organizations call upon international civil society to 
boycott & divest.

We call upon international civil society organizations and people of conscience all over the world to impose 
boycott and

Divestment initiatives until Israel: 

1.Ends its occupation & colonization of all Arab lands & dismantling the Wall;

2.Recognizes the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality; and

3.  Respects, protects and promotes the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and properties as 
stipulated in UN resolution 194.”



- “Just as we said during apartheid that it was 
inappropriate for international artists to 
perform in South Africa in a society founded on 
discriminatory laws and racial exclusivity, so it 
would be wrong for Cape Town Opera to perform 
in Israel.” Archbishop Desmond Tutu

 Carlos Santana, Gil Scott-Heron, Roger Waters, Alice Walker, 
Bono, U2, Bjork, Jean-Luc Godard, Snoop Dogg, Augusto Boal, 
Mahmoud Darwish, Judith Butler, Lauryn Hill, Stephen hawking, 
Naomi Klein, and Kareem Abdul Jabbar are among some of those 
who have either declined to participate in organizations in Israel, 
cancelled after initially accepting, or have been outspoken critics 
of Israel.

http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/article727749.ece/Tutu-urges-Cape-Town-Opera-to-call-off-Israel-tour


Boycott ● Consumer: Refusing to buy goods or use services of Israeli companies or of 
international companies involved in Israeli policies that violate Palestinian human 
rights. 

● Academic and Cultural: Boycott the institutions that uphold Israel as a colonial and 
apartheid power, and the individuals that officially represent them. This means 
refusing to participate in academic activities and cultural events carried out in 
conjunction with the Israeli government or its complicit institutions; refusing to 
collaborate in academic ventures with Israeli universities; and declining Israel’s 
participation in international venues.

Examples:

- In 2004, The University of Haifa failed to penalize geography Professor Arnon 
Soffer when he said in regards to Gazan Palestinians: “If we want to remain alive, 
we will have to kill and kill and kill. All day, every day.”1

- In 1968, Israeli authorities confiscated 3,345 dunums of Palestinian land in East 
Jerusalem, a large part of which was then given to Hebrew University to expand 
its campus. Palestinian families refused to leave their homes but in 1973 the 
Israeli court ruled in favor of the state and the Palestinians were made to evacuate 
their homes, in place of which they built dorms.2

Sources: 1. Jerusalem Post weekend supplement “Up Front,” May 21, 2004. 2. Omar Barghouti Barghouti, 
Omar. Boycott Divestment Sanctions: the Global Struggle for Palestinian Rights. Chicago, Illinois: Haymarket 
Books, 2011, 114.



Divest
The second component of the movement calls for the withdrawal of stocks 
and funds from Israeli and multinational corporations complicit in the 
violation of international law and Palestinian rights. 

Who can divest? Churches, unions, universities, local authorities and 
pension funds. These are institutions in which members have a significant 
influence on investment decisions, as the history of student activism at 
Columbia has shown. 

What to divest from? Most divestment campaigns target companies 
indisputably implicated in violations of international law in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. Although the occupation is the most visible 
demonstration of Israel’s violation of Palestinian rights, the structure of 
oppression is maintained by non-military institutions as well. Banks, for 
example, facilitate, finance, and entrench the occupation and wider violation 
of Palestinians’ right to an equal humanity, and can therefore also be subject 
to divestment efforts.

 

 



Sanction

Sources: 1. Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “israel’s 
Diplomatic Missions Abroad: Status of Relations;” 2. Shtrasler, 
Nehemia. “Anti-Israel Economic Boycotts.” 05 September 
2010. Haaretz; 3. Court of Justice of the European Union, 
“Products Originating in the West Bank Do Not Qualify for 
Preferential Customs Treatment under the EU-Israel 
Agreement,” press release, Luxembourg, February 25, 2010; 4.  
European Commission. Interpretive Notice on indication of 
origin of goods from the territories occupied by Israel since 
June 1967. Brussels. 11 November 2015. 

For example, 

- Venezuela, Bolivia, Mauritania, 
Niger, Tunisia, Morocco, and Oman 
have severed diplomatic relations 
with Israel.1

- In 2009, the Parliament of Chile 
voted, with a large majority, to 
boycott Israeli products originating 
from the colonial settlements.2

- In 2010, the Court of Justice of the 
European Union ruled that Israeli 
products produced in the West Bank: 
“do not qualify for preferential 
customs”3 and, just recently, in 
November 2015, the EU has decided 
that Israeli products originating from 
the West Bank must be explicitly 
labeled as such.4

The third component of the 
movement calls for states and 
global institutions to apply 
sanctions against Israel in 
order to sever military, 
economic, and diplomatic 
links until Israel complies 
with international law and 
Palestinian rights. 



FAQ: Is BDS Anti-Semitic?
No.

This campaign (and BDS) does not target Jews or Israelis generally.

Our campaign targets the companies that enable human rights 
violations by the state of Israel. More broadly, BDS seeks reforms from 
institutions that prop up Israel’s system of apartheid. 

This campaign seeks to end an ongoing injustice. There is nothing 
anti-semitic in that. In fact, many of us in JVP understand our activism 
through Jewish values.



FAQ: Why do you pick on Israel?
This usually means a few different things...

Q: Why do you care about Israel?
A: We are directly implicated -- as Palestinians, Jews, Americans, and CU students.

Q: Why don’t you go do activism around [insert geopolitical issue here]?
A: We stand against injustice everywhere (hence our affiliation with BCSN!). We have chosen 
to fight this injustice because of our direct implication in it. 

Q: But won’t regular Israelis be hurt by this?
A: Our divestment campaign is specific to companies (Israeli and international) that profit 
from human rights violations -- not Israeli businesses generally. Also, divestment is largely 
a symbolic gesture.





Columbia SJP



Events

Columbia Palestinian Dabke Brigade 
performs at Existence is Resistance: 
Annual Palestinian Cultural Night 

SJP’s Apartheid Wall at our Annual Israeli Apartheid 
Week Demonstration

Annual Right to Education Week



“We as the Columbia University Black Students’ Organization, write to condemn 

their co-optation of Black liberation struggle for the purposes of genocide and 

oppression and we re-proclaim our unequivocal support of Columbia Students for 

Justice in Palestine, Jewish Voice for Peace - Columbia/Barnard Chapter, and the 

people of Palestine in their fight for freedom from Israeli apartheid.

Numerous Black scholars and activists, both contemporary and otherwise, have 

already connected the Palestinian struggle for liberation with the struggle for Black 

liberation. The chant "From Ferguson to Gaza" echoed this year is not hyperbole, 

but a unifying idea against oppressive systems that subjugate Black people and 

people of color globally and act as a reminder of our tradition of solidarity and 

support. While we as an organization also acknowledge that Black and Jewish 

people also share a history of oppression, we understand that zionism has no place 

in our solidarity and, thus, we cannot and will not excuse the actions of the Israeli 

state and their acts of discrimination, segregation, and genocide. This is NOT what 

Black liberation activists stood for. This is not what we will stand for.

We encourage Aryeh and their supporters to more deeply explore the relationship of 

Blackness to Palestinian liberation and Israel before they continue to leverage our 

legacy and heritages in their favor. Until then, from Ferguson (and Harlem and 

Staten Island and Chicago, and Cleveland, OH, and Port Gibson, Mississippi and…) 

to Gaza, WE stand on the side of liberation and justice.”

https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaSJP
https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaSJP
https://www.facebook.com/JVPColumbia


“We pledge to support survivors of sexual and domestic 
violence and are united in carrying the weight together. 
We call on Columbia University to do the same. SJP 
Stands w/ Survivors” 

Carry that Weight Rally, October 2014

Haneen Zoabi, the only Palestinian Woman in the 
Israeli Knesset, shares her unique perspective on 
Israeli racism and apartheid with the Columbia 
community. 



“Columbia SJP is a student group at this university—no different 

from any other group—and has equal access to the same platforms 

and resources that are made available to all students. Barnard 

College students went through the necessary banner placement 

review process, which included clearly stating the banner’s message 

in advance. Had our request been rejected, it would have been an act 

of censorship and an infringement on our freedom of expression as 

a student group at this university. The fact that our banner has been 

taken down now is a direct violation of our freedom of expression. 

The removal of our banner this morning has left members of 

Columbia SJP, Palestinian students on campus and other students 

that are often marginalized and silenced, feeling that Barnard 

College does not follow its own anti-discrimination policies. We 

are alarmed to know that ‘Palestine’ and ‘justice’ are not acceptable 

in Barnard’s educational space and that certain voices are 

discriminated against by the College.”



JEWISH FRAMEWORK FOR PALESTINE 
SOLIDARITY

Speaking out for justice and peace as a Jewish practice.



ALLYSHIP AND PRIVILEGE



ALTERNATIVE JEWISH SPACES





Questions?


